
 

 
 

Welcome fellow Recovering Traditionalists to Episode 65.  Today we 
are talking about Getting Started with Educational Equity. 

 
Welcome to Build Math Minds the podcast, where fidelity to your 
students is greater than fidelity to your textbook. I'm your host, 
Christina Tondevold, the recovering traditionalist and 
BuildMathMinds.com Founder, where my mission is to change the 
way we teach elementary math to our kiddos. Are you ready to start 
building math minds and not just creating calculators? Let's get 
started. 

  
 
 
Today I’m pleased to announce that someone I’ve been learning from about increasing Equity & Access in 
education has joined the line-up of speakers for the Build Math Minds Virtual Math Summit. 
 
In my previous podcast I encouraged you to learn from Sheldon Eakins and the Leading Equity Center.  I’m very 
excited that Sheldon will now be kicking off the BMM Virtual Math Summit and sharing with us 5 Steps Towards 
Equity. 
 
So I decided that in today’s podcast I’d share an excerpt from a free resource Sheldon has on his website called 
Getting Started with Educational Equity: Ten Steps to Get You on The Right Path Towards Leading Equity. You can find 
it on his main site SheldonEakins.com but I’ll also give the direct link to request that download from him over on the 
show notes page buildmathminds.com/65. 
 
On page 13, Sheldon writes: 
 
“We need to learn to disrupt the way we approach learning from a ‘one size fits all’ approach.  The way your 
students see and exist in the world is different; different from you and different from each other.  Your students of 
color have generationally had to deal with issues that continue to suppress their identities, require them to code 
switch (alternating between two or more languages), and survive in dual worlds.  The world that they physically live 
in and the world their teachers expect their students to live in.  What is needed is a mindset shift; we need educators 
to change how they see and recognize culture in the world.” 
 
 
As I talked about in the previous podcast, I believe that it’s important for us to stop saying we don’t see color. I know 
it is well-meaning and the thought is that we teach all kids no matter the color of their skin, But, the color of our 
students’ skin directly impacts the experiences they have...maybe not in your classroom but definitely outside of the 
classroom.  We need to acknowledge the differences students have so that the students in your classroom can see 
themselves in the mathematics.  
 
Let's look at it this way...I love the use of story problems in math and I’m a big proponent in crafting story problems 
that fit with your group of kids. I live in rural Idaho where kids hunt, fish, ride motorcycles since they were 4 years 
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old, there is one 4-way stop in our town not a single stoplight, kids raise cows and pigs. Now if all the math story 
problems I gave my students had to do with riding in elevators, riding on a double-decker bus, walking the streets of 
the city, hailing a cab, etc my students wouldn’t have access to the mathematics because they don’t have those 
kinds of experiences. Our students' race, culture, economic status plays into whether or not they can access the 
math. If we ignore that and say “I teach all kids. I don’t see _____.” We are negating their life experiences which 
directly impact their ability to connect to the mathematics. 
 
I could go on about this but I’m not the expert. I’m learning alongside you.  One person I   am learning from is 
Sheldon Eakins.  Go check out his free download.  I’ll link to it over on the show notes buildmathminds.com/65 
 
This episode is brought to you by the Build Math Minds Professional Development site. It's an online site full of PD 
videos designed specifically for elementary teachers to help you build your math mind so you can build the math 
minds of your students. If you are interested in getting in depth math PD at your fingertips become a member of 
Build Math Minds. Just go to buildmathminds.com/bmm. Depending upon when you're listening to this, enrollment 
might be open or you can join the wait list and get notified when it opens again. 
 

 

www.BuildMathMinds.com 

https://buildmathminds.com/65
https://buildmathminds.com/bmm/

